1) Students will gain geographical and historical knowledge of Sub-Saharan Africa beginning with an overview of the early African kingdoms and empires of the Sahel, through the 19 th century colonial period, and into the era of "development" that continues into the present day. 2) Students will be able to analyze how the African continent has been socially constructed in Europe and the US, and they will be able to critique these portrayal through historical analysis and ethnographic data. 3) Students will gain an understanding of the cultural diversity of Sub-Saharan Africa within contemporary national boundaries and across the continent. 4) Students will demonstrate familiarity with many of the key challenges that face African societies, including environmental degradation, labor exploitation, acute poverty, infectious disease, warfare, and political instability. 5) Students will gain knowledge of Africa's contributions to Western cosmopolitanism, including the influence of African arts and music, and African labor and natural resources.
Course Requirements
The weekly assignments will be posted on Blackboard. You must check BB regularly since assignments on the hard copy syllabus are subject to change. This course will test students on material presented in lectures, films, weekly readings, and class discussions. You are expected to read the weekly assignments carefully and on to come to class with prepared to discuss readings. If preparation by the majority of the class turns out to be less than desired, weekly reading questions and typed out answers will be assigned.
Grading
The course grade will be based on participation in class; a take-home essay quiz on Madumo; a group oral presentation on a specific theme (environmental conservation, mining, slavery, trade, for example) where each student in the group will present a specific case study on that theme; and a final exam.
class participation: 10% Quiz: 15% Thematic group presentation: 15% take home exam questions on Madumo: 25% final exam: 35%
POLICIES:
PLAGARISM and INDEPENDENT WORK: Missed exams, quizzes, or assignment require either that a student arranges a makeup date in advance with one of the professors, or that the student provides legitimate documentation for an illness or other emergency.
Students should re-read the university policies on Academic Integrity. Cheating, fabrication, and plagiarism (submitting someone else's written, fully or partially, as one's own) will not be tolerated, and this includes using or adapting someone else's work for a take-home exam or for course notes. It may result in a failing grade for the course. Here are some general rules of thumb on plagiarism: If you are unsure whether you are plagiarizing text, take precautions by always referencing the materials you have read. In other words, you must add a footnote, endnote, or cite your source text in parenthesis. Citations show you have done serious research and have acknowledged the work of other scholars. However, it is not good to rely on one or two sources exclusively. Your research papers must include multiple sources of information (these sources may be in the form of books, journal and newspaper articles, magazines, internet resources, films, etc.).
Forms of plagiarism include the following scenarios:
• You find a research paper in the library or off the internet and submit it as your own paper.
• You pay a service or individual to write your paper for you submit it as your own work.
• You use a portion of an article, radio or TV show, book, internet paper, etcetera, without giving a citation for the work and therefore implying the text is your own.
• You find an article or research paper and paraphrase its argument or ideas in your own words without offering a citation, and then you submit ideas as your own.
ATTENDANCE: Regular attendance is required and I do roll call. If you arrive after roll call, you will be marked absent; also, leaving class early will be counted as an absence. Unexcused absences will affect your course grade. After the third unexcused absence, the final grade will be docked no matter how well you did on other assignments and tests.
For the fourth unexcused absence, you will be unable to get higher than a B+ in the course, all other work figured in. For the fifth unexcused absence, you will be unable to get higher than a B; for the sixth, no higher than a C+, and so on according to the grades that Rutgers-Newark recognizes (C, D, F).
POWERPOINT PRESENTATIONS: Powerpoint presentations used in class lectures will be made available to you one week before scheduled exams and not necessarily before that, so it is essential that you take notes and keep up with the readings.
USE OF TECHNOLOGY IN THE CLASSROOM
Students' use of laptops, internet, and cell phone texting are NOT ALLOWED in class. For exams, films and quizzes, you must put your phones under your desks. It is expected that you will take notes on the lectures, and that you will do this by hand.
FILMS:

Secrets of the Dead: Slave Ship Mutiny:
Taking viewers back to a time in which the slave trade was still alive and well, this inspiring "Secrets of the Dead" special recounts a group of African slaves' heroic struggle for freedom as they overtook their Dutch captors in a unified mutiny. Although the slaves demanded that the crew steer the slave ship Meermin back to Madagascar, the vessel wrecked on a beach east of Cape Town, South Africa, before it could reach its new destination. 
